It is clear from this work that thorough controlled and supervised washing by the wet method will not remove more than 50% of the original contaminants in soiled engineers' overalls. Indeed these figures may be on the liberal side as these experiments concerned contamination by clean solid-free oils. In ordinary practice the contaminants will be more tenacious due to the presence of finely divided particulate matter and will not be as easily washed out as the clean oils used in the experiments. Conclusions 1. If engineering lubricants cannot be effectively removed from overalls by wet washing, then a supposedly clean garment worn by a worker at the beginning of each week will contain oil-contaminated capillaries in the fabric before he starts his work. Such fabrics may appear clean, and may even feel softer due to the presence of the oil, but this fabric condition is more rapidly recontaminated than a truly oil-free garment due to the capillary effect.
2. Since contamination of garments in engineering factories is always with oil associated with particulate matter, the residual oil which cannot be washed out will tend to make the abrasive particles more tenacious with the result that the hazard of skin disease by mechanical irritation is always present.
3. The weekly laundering of overalls to remove mineral oil contamination induces a false sense of security.
4. The only sure way of freeing overalls from oil and abrasive particles is by solvent extraction. Using perchlorethylene our laboratory work reveals that the cloth particles are completely free from oil at the end of the extraction cycle and this leads to the conclusion that this type of dry cleaning tends to be exhaustive as far as oil extraction is concerned.
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Results
The results of the assay are presented in the Table and it may be seen that the histamine content of the dust samples varied widely. Although microscopical examination of the samples revealed the presence of fungal spores, a possible source of histamine (Langecker, 1934) , there was no correlation between the abundance of spores and histamine concentration. As histamine was present in samples of cereal (Dubois and Dautrebande, 1958) , is responsible for the effects observed in dockers unloading cereal cargoes.
